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A few months ago, the authors of this note began a research 
project in the library of the Istituto Matematico "G. Castel- 
nuovo" and in the storeroom of the library, with the authori- 
zation of the Director of the Institute, Professor Francesco 
Scarpini. 
This research, which is still going on, led to the recovery 
of correspondence and manuscripts, some of which are of great 
value for the history of mathematics. 
The most important recovery took place in the storeroom of 
the library, where extra copies of volumes and reviews are con- 
served, together with other unused material. It consists of 
twenty-eight envelopes containing letters sent to the Italian 
mathematician Luigi Cremona (1830-1903). The 176 correspondents 
include the most famous names in the mathematical world in the 
second half of the 19th century. Besides these twenty-eight 
envelopes there are three more envelopes, containing, respec- 
tively: an autograph of Gauss donated to Cremona by Enneper; 
an autograph of Poncelet donated to Cremona by Poncelet's 
widow; and a series of small pen drawings on cards, destined 
to figure in Cremona's treatise on geometry. 
The letters are divided into groups, each of which refers 
to a correspondent whose name is written in pencil on the first 
letter of the group. Both the letters and the autographs bear 
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the stamp of the Reale Scuola degli Ingegneri (of which Cremona 
was the Director) and were almost certainly transferred to the 
library of the present Istituto Matematico in the period of its 
foundation, that is, about 45 years ago. The letters and the 
autographs are also stamped with numbers ranging from 1742 to 
2882. Unfortunately, this numeration (probably made at about 
the beginning of the century) is not at all accurate: some 
letters bear the same number and others are not numbered; the 
total number of letters is exactly 1132. The fact that the 
numbers recovered begin from 1742 obviously leads us to think 
that other letters exist, but we have found no trace of them. 
They may not be in the Istituto Matematico, or, unfortunately, 
they may be lost. 
We give below a list of the correspondents in alphabetical 
order. In parentheses the number of the letters from each 
correspondent is reported, together with the years during which 
they were written. 
A. B. Abakanowicz (1, 1886) 
F. G. Affolter (2, 1872-1873) 
A. H. Anglin (1, 1885) 
L'abbg Aoust (2, 1867-1869) 
C. Autonne (1, 1895) 
J. d'Azevedo Albuquerque 
(2, 1882) 
G. F. Baehr (1, 1877) 
R. Baltzer (12, 1865-1878) 
C. M. Bauerfeind (1, 1880) 
J. N. Bischoff (37, 1861-1882) 
C. A. Bjerknes (1, 1872) 
E. E. Boehm (1, 1896) 
A. Boguslavsky (1, 1883) 
P. du Bois Reymond (7, 1871- 
1877) 
C. W. Borchardt (7, 1860-1880) 
G. Bossut (14, 1881-1884) 
A. Boucher (1, 1888) 
C. Bremiker (1, 1876) 
A. Brill (6, 1869-1877) 
C. Brisse (4, 1873-1893) 
H. S. Carslaw (4, 1876-1896) 
J. Casey (7, 1867-1883) 
E. Catalan (9, 1877-1893) 
A. Cayley (22, 1861-1872) 
V. Cerruti (1, 1881) 
J. B. Chalmers (1, 1884) 
M. Chasles (7, 1861-1880) 
E. B. Christoffel (14, 1867- 
1876) 
G. Chrystal (1, 1884) 
A. Clebsch (28, 1860-1871) 
M. Clebsch (2, 1872) 
E. Combescure (3, 1871-1872) 
G. L. Coolidge (2, 1896) 
J. H. Cotterill (2, 1878-1885) 
C. Culmann (3, 1867-1881) 
M. Curtze (33, 1863-1879) 
C. de Cuyper (3, 1877-1878) 
I. Czarnowski (2, 1882-1886) 
G. Darboux (10, 1871-1880) 
C. Debacq (2, 1885) 
L. E. Dickson (2, 1895) 
Dodgson [Lewis Carroll] (1, 
1880) 
H. Durage (3, 1864-1872) 
H. I. Eddy (2, 1877-1878) 
E. B. Elliott (1, 1884) 
A. Enneper (4, 1879-1883) 
W. Esson (1, 1884) 
W. Fiedler (33, 1862-1888) 
Folie (3, 1879) 
G. Fouret (4, 1875-1880) 
I,. Fuchs (3, 1867-1870) 
T. G. de Galdeano (3, 1885- 
1891) 
C. F. Geiser (37, 1865-1897) 
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Gerono (1, 1862) 
J. W. L. Glaisher (3, 1876- 
1877) 
P. Gordan (1, 1867) 
J. de la Gournerie (13, 1864- 
1872) 
A. Gronard (1) 
C. Grosmann (10, 1866-1868) 
F. A. Grunert (13, 1861-1867) 
B. Gugler (3, 1868-1874) 
S. Gundelfinger (1, 1872) 
S. Giinther (1, 1878) 
G. Halphen (9, 1876-1886) 
H. Hankel (1, 1867) 
A. Harnack (3, 1878) 
G. Hgrtenberger (1, 1861) 
Haton de la Goupillisre (2, 
1877) 
H. Helmholtz (1, 1865) 
C. Henrici (1, 1886) 
C. Hermite (10, 1867-1896) 
R. Hess (1, 1874) 
0. Hesse (3, 1862-1864) 
J. A. Hirst (30, 1864-1880) 
J. Hotiel (7, 1867-1878) 
E. Hunyady (2, 1877) 
E. de Jonquigres (24, 1862- 
1886) 
C. Jordan (8, 1867-1895) 
N. de Khanikof (1, 1878) 
F. Klein (19, 1868-1896) 
L. Koenigsberger (5, 1874- 
1880) 
M. Krause (4, 1898-1899) 
W. Krimphoff (1, 1885) 
L. Kronecker (14, 1866-1886) 
E. E. Kummer (3, 1866-1874) 
H. Lamb (1, 1880) 
E. Lampe (1, 1868) 
Land-Haughton (2, 1888-1889) 
J. C. Lasker (2, 1872) 
E. Lemoine (4, 1893-1894) 
C. Lendesdorf (23, 1884-1893) 
C. Le Paige (2, 1878) 
L. L&y (1, 1893) 
S. Lie (14, 1871-1898) 
L. LindelGf (5, 1880-1889) 
F. Lindemann (1, 1891) 
R. Lipschitz (6, 1868-1885) 
G. de Longchamps (6, 1873-1897) 
E. Lucas (5, 1878-1896) 
A. Mac Farlane (4, 1879-1895) 
J. C. Malet (2) 
Marie (1) 
de Marvilly (1, 1868) 
H. Maser (19, 1891-1896) 
L. Masthims (4, 1867-1868) 
A. Mayer (2, 1876-1878) 
F. Meyer (2, 1895) 
A. Miller (3, 1865) 
C. de May (4, 1887-1889) 
C. Neumann (8, 1867-1901) 
N. Noether (9, 1871-1894) 
C. Ohrtmann (2, 1871-1873) 
L. Painvin (10, 1864-1871) 
M. Pasch (1, 1882) 
G. Paxton (1, 1883) 
J. Petersen (2, 1871-1898) 
E. Picard (1, 1901) 
H. Picquet (8, 1870-1871) 
J. Pliicker (6, 1867-1868) 
F. da Ponte Horta (5, 1866-1868) 
Poudra (9, 1863-1868) 
E. Prouhet (12, 1861-1867) 
F. E. Prm (3, 1865-1882) 
T. Reye (28, 1866-1897) 
M. Roberts (2, 1867) 
F. Rosanes (4, 1867-1880) 
0. Riithig (4, 1862-1868) 
G. Salmon (17, 1863-1897) 
L. Saltel (3, 1872-1875) 
Saviotti (6, 1882-1884) 
W. Schell (13, 1868-1891) 
E. Schering (4, 1878-1887) 
F. Schilling (1, 1894) 
L. SchlZfli (23, 1864-1887) 
V. Schlegel (2, 1876) 
A. Schmidt (2, 1879-1882) 
A. Schmitz Dumont (1, 1879) 
A. Schoenflies (2, 1886-1897) 
P. H. Schoute (2, 1882-1885) 
H. SchrEjter (5, 1861-1885) 
H. A. Schwarz (5, 1867-1880) 
I. J. Schwatt (1, 1895) 
Siebeck (2, 1867-1868) 
G. Stammer (2, 1867) 
Stephanos (1, 1881) 
M. A. Stern (4, 1867-1878) 
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R. Sturm (33, 1867-1899) 
I. Sylvester (2, 1884) 
V. Terquem (2, 1861-1862) 
J. Thomae (3, 1869-1871) 
w. Thomson (1, 1877) 
E. Timerding (3, 1894-1898) 
R. Townsend (7, 1865-1873) 
G. G. Ure'chia (1) 
K. T. Vahlen (1, 1899) 
A. Vassilief (1, 1893) 
R. Vazquez May (3, 1883-1884) 
J. V. Vitalis (1, 1898) 
C. Weierstrass (2, 1874) 
K. Weierstrass (3, 1867-1874) 
H. Weissenborn (2, 1863-1864) 
E. Weyr (29, 1870-1891) 
G. Wiedmann (1, 1881) 
H. G. Zeuthen (18, 1866-1898) 
0. Zimmermann (1, 1900) 
There are also letters from scientific associations and 
publishers: British Association for the Advancement of Science, 
signed by W. L. Carpenter, J. H. Clarke, and J. Crompton (2, 
1868-1875); Clarendon Press, signed by C. E. Doble, J. Hudson 
Beare, and B. Price (25, 1884-1890); Gauthier-Villars, signed 
by E. Dewulf and Gauthier-Villars (90, 1861-1895); Die Khig- 
lithe Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu GfSttingen, signed by 
Wijhler (1, 1872); The London Mathematical Society, signed by 
R. Tucker (10, 1874-1901); Oxford University Press, signed by 
H. Frowde (1, 1885); Royal Society of Edinburgh, signed by P. 
G. Tait (5, 1884-1892); Soci&e' MathGmatique de BohGme, signed 
by F. Houdek (1, 1874); Soci&g Mathhmatique de France, signed 
by M. Weill (1, 1886); University Press, Oxford, signed by H. 
Hart (2, 1887); Weidmannsche Buchhandlung, Berlin (1, 1876). 
The importance of the correspondence found may be deduced 
from the number of famous mathematicians appearing in the above 
list. But this importance also derives from the fact that many 
letters are mathematical in content, often of considerable sig- 
nificance. 
The authors of this note are putting the correspondence in 
order so that they can prepare, first, a catalog and, later, 
a critical edition. 
A second discovery took place in the same storeroom of the 
Istituto Matematico "G. Castelnuovo," that of a conspicuous 
number of manuscripts (a few hundred pages) by the eminent 
Italian mathematician Ugo Amaldi (1875-1957). The most inter- 
esting part of these manuscripts is notes from readings of 
scientific articles (mostly concerning the theory of the groups 
of Lie). The notes are ordered under the form of "index cards," 
and are interesting for the observations that they contain and 
because, owing to their number, they cover a considerable part 
of the literature of the period on the subject. A second group 
of manuscripts consists of notes on university courses (among 
which is a complete and unpublished course on Higher Algebra 
of 1897). A third group of manuscripts consists of many pages 
of calculations, often in disorder, the objects of which are 
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difficult to determine. Several letters, some of which are 
quite interesting, have been found among these sheets, for ex- 
=wle, two letters with mathematical content, addressed to Ugo 
Amaldi by Federigo Enriques. 
The third recovery took place in the library of the Isti- 
tuto Matematico "G. Castelnuovo," that of nine groups of manu- 
script notes of lectures given by Vito Volterra and Guido 
Castelnuovo. Eight of them were written and bound by the 
geometer Enrico Bompiani (1889-1975), who was then a student 
of Volterra and Castelnuovo. One consists of notes of a course 
in Higher Geometry, probably written by Castelnuovo himself. 
We provide below a list of these nine manuscripts: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
Lectures on Higher Geometry (1918-1919) by G. Castelnuovo. 
Lectures on Higher Geometry (1909) by G. Castelnuovo 
(Notes by E. Bompiani). 
Lectures on Mathematical Physics (Elasticity Theory) 
(1908-1909) by V. Volterra (Notes by E. Bompiani). 
Lectures on Hydrodynamics by V. Volterra (1910) (Notes 
by E. Bompiani). 
Lectures on Integral Equations and Integro-Differential 
Equations by V. Volterra (1910) (Notes by E. Bompiani). 
Lectures on Higher Geometry (abelian integrals) by G. 
Castelnuovo (1909-1910) (Notes by E. Bompiani). 
Lectures on Functions of Lines by V. Volterra (1913) 
(Notes by E. Bompiani). 
Lectures on the Theory of the Propagation of Heat by 
V. Volterra (1910-1911) (Notes by E. Bompiani). 
Lectures on Celestial Mechanics by V. Volterra (1910- 
1911) (Notes by E. Bornpiani). 
The materials recovered will not be accessible until the 
work of ordering and cataloging has been completed. For further 
information, please contact the authors of this note. 
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